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ltaly-Albania

On 5 June, PM Meloni visited Albania and together with her

Albanian counterpart, they inspected the migrant reception centres that are being built under the terms of the
Italy-Albania migration agreement. The two centres were originally supposed to become operational in May, but it
has been postponed until August 1. The first reception centre in the northern Albanian port of Shengjin is already
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completed. It will be used to identify migrants rescued by Italian ships in international waters and will offer them
the first opportunity to formalise their request for international protection. The second facility, still under
construction, is in inland Gjader and will be used for the accelerated border procedures. PM Meloni expressed her
hope that “the agreement could be replicated in many countries and become part of the EU's structural solution” to
the migration crisis as it represents an extraordinary tool of deterrence for illegal migrants destined to reach
Europe. Last month, 15 European Union countries wrote to the EU COM to find new ways to transfer migrants to
non-EU countries more easily, mentioning the agreement between Italy and Albania as an example.
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